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. PRESS_CONTROL IN THE GDR

[Eomment: This report sumuerizes an article on press control in
the GDR which appeared in the conservative Vienna deily Neue Wiener Tag-
eszeitung. According to the article, the SED (Socianlist Unity Party
of Germany) has set up its own organization of correspondents to con-
trol the press activities of the ADN, /(Allgemein. Deutsche Nachrich-
tendienst), East German news agency forzerly keaded by Gerhard Eisler_J

The ADN news agency, an organization founded by Gerhard Eisler, propaganda

chief of the GDR (Germen Democratic Republic), has approximately 700 correspond-
ents and editors on its staff, To ensure political conformity, all news reports
must be submitted for approval t

0 Eisler's head censaor, Georg Wilhelm Hensen,
alias Willy Leitner.

If a correspondent submits a report which is not in complete accord with

the party line, he is not epprised of that fact, but an entry 1s made in the
party book on political deportment (Sittenbuch), und such a correspondent is
purged socner or later, depending on the gravity of his political faux pas. As
a result of tnis practice, Eisler's staff has undergone two practically com-

plete turnovers within the past 3 years, ard the repeated purges have finally
produced a docile and secret setup.

Nevertheless, Eisler and his men are not +rnobed.
pressed in the continued and blunt rejections of Eisler :
ADN correspondents in countries cutside the GDR, notably in the reople's democ- i

racies, Under existing directives, all news on foreign countries must be sup- i
plied by Tass, tie Soviet news agency ., !

Distrust ie openly ex- :
's proposals to station ol

i
The GDR newspapers are under sirict orders to print no news items other
than thnse released by ADN. Not even local news, particulerly items pertaining ;
to accidents or crimes, may be puolished unless reported by ADN. :
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To control Eisler s the Yop perty leaders have set up a secona netvork of
so-called people's correspondents, completely independent of the ADN, to serve
as 1nst_ruments for creating a new type of press. These people's correspondents
have been charged with keeping close watch on the population » from the press
policy angle, Wherever irregularities ¢rop up, whether within the party or the
administration 1 OF on the level of the people, the people's correspondents ap--
Pear on ‘he scene apg publish articles patterned somewhat on the editorials of
the Western ‘press, except that they contain grave accusations againgt groups or i

) individuals. Such articles iovariably lead to purges. Their only mission thus . i
- clearly defined, these Supercomuissars and stooges of the People's Police natu. {
rally try constantly to uncover and to report acts of sabotage » treason, or hos- :

tility toward the regime. f

i

i ’ Party leaders have stated repeatedly that these people's correspondents >
Ll headed by Rudolf Herrnstadt, chief editor of the SED's central nevs organ, Neues
i Deutschland, are mor: important than Eisler's press agency .’ (Herrnstadt, & cangi-
A date for membership in the Politburo, emigrated to the USSR when Eitler came to
o pover, and received political training at a party school in Moscov, }

) The entire CDR-, with & population of 17 million, has only 22 local daily
newspapers, all upaer the strict control of Eisler and Herrnstadt, which must

- :

Print the reports of Bome 1,50C agents of the Propagands Ministry. fThis is a

censored news can be obtained only from West Berlin and from the West German
radio; but listening to enemy brsadcasts is slgo subject to severe punishment.
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